Bladder distention as a cause of inferior vena caval obstruction in the newborn: demonstration with ultrasonography.
We report an unusual case of inferior vena caval (IVC) obstruction secondary to a tensely distended urinary bladder in an asphyxiated newborn. The use of portable real-time ultrasonography gave a reliable diagnosis of the correct etiology and ruled out more ominous possibilities, such as IVC thrombosis. This case presentation provides an interesting addition to the differential diagnosis of IVC obstruction, and once again emphasizes the valuable role of bedside ultrasonography in the neonatal intensive care unit.